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	 In effect, there is a temporary stay on the proceedings until the  
YCO is completed or revoked.

	 If there has not been a finding of guilt – the court is not required 
to make such a finding.  If the young person pleaded guilty or was 
found guilty – the court is not required to determine what penalty 
should be imposed.

	 Bail is dispensed with while a YCO remains in effect.

	 YCOs will be prepared and administered by the Coordination 
Group.  It will be made up by persons from at least the following 
government departments: NSW Police Force, Juvenile Justice, DOCS, 
Education and Training and Health.  Other government departments 
may also be involved.	

	 “Positive conduct provisions” such as attending or completing  
a course of study or training, meeting with a health professional, 
and participating in sporting or recreational activities.

	 “Conduct restriction provisions” such as prohibiting or restricting 
association with specified persons or visiting specified places, 
imposing curfews, requiring the young person to reside at a 
specified place and/or report to a specified person, court or other 
body, and requiring the young person to be of good behaviour.

	 All non-compliance relating to YCOs must be first reported to the 
Chair of the Coordination Group so that non-compliance can be 
considered in light of the young person’s circumstances.  If non-
compliance is sufficiently serious, an application can be made 
to the Children’s Court in relation to the non-compliance. If the 
Children’s Court is satisfied that the young person has failed to 
comply, it may warn the young person, decide to take no action, 
vary the YCO or revoke the YCO.

	 The young person should not be penalised for being unable to 
meet the conditions of a YCO where there are issues with service 
availability and/or capacity.

	 If the young person has “substantially complied” with the terms of 
the final YCO, the court may:

	 (a) if the young person did not plead guilty to or had not yet been 
found guilty of a relevant offence – make an order directing that  
the charge be dismissed;

	 (b) if the young person pleaded guilty or was found guilty of a 
relevant offence – proceed to sentence having regard to the fact 
that the child has substantially complied with the order.
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